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them. There was nothing sensational about the
declaration of November zyth, 1938, but it was said
to restore the East European equilibrium; it empha-
sized a mutual respect for existing frontiers, and in doing
so it spelt a joint condemnation of the Ukrainian idea.
When, early in January 1939, Colonel Beck paid a
visit to Berlin, the atmosphere was strained. The Ger-
man Government, well aware of the advantages of a
pro-Axis Poland which would be forced to give way
step by step with regard to Danzig and the Baltic, made
a very great effort to recapture the allegiance of Warsaw,
The Polish Foreign Minister was told the Ukrainian
agitation would be dropped because the colonial
question was to be the order of the day and Poland
was to have her share. Colonel Beck, whose interests,
it has been seen, inclined him towards National
Socialist Germany, belittled his recent negotiations
with Russia and invited Herr von Ribbentrop to
Warsaw to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the
German-Polish Agreement at the end of the month;
Herr von Ribbentrop was thus able to announce in the
Polish capital that the Ten Years' Agreement had spelt
the "final end to the enmity of our two peoples.'5
But since the beginning of January there had been
rumours that Germany intended to reincorporate
Danzig in the Reich and to build a great extra-
territorial motor-road, like the one she was building
across mutilated Czechoslovakia, across the " Corridor "
to Danzig and East Prussia. It was interesting to see
that no amount of propaganda nor all the prestige of
Munich nor any sympathy in high Polish places for
National Socialism weakened the Polish popular re-
action. Herr von Ribbentrop went home without the